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M. P. Nayar :* Notes on Asian Melastomataceae (3)** New 
species and notes on the genus Macrolenes Naud. 

M. P. 1- V ~ (3) 

Macrolenes Naud. <D0r%i K.G'V — b 

Blume (1831) proposed the genus Marumia for the homogenous group of 
species, M. stellulata (Jack) Bl., M. nemorosa (Jack) Bl., M. muscosa Bl. 
and M. zeylanica Bl. of Malaysia. Korthals (1842-1844) described Marumia 
pachygyria Korth., M, vulcanica Korth., M. affinis Korth. and M. leprosa 
Korth. In 1851 Naudin (1. c.) accepted Blume’s genus Marumia and described 
two additional species Marumia echinulata Naud. and M. oligantha Naud. 

However, Naudin (1851) could not correctly understand the systematic 
position of Majeta annulata Vent, and so he created a new genus Macrolenes 
as he took that the genus Majeta was exclusively American. He transferred 
this species as Macrolenes annulata (Vent.) Naud. 

Bentham & Hooker (Gen. PI. 1 : 757 (1865)) reduced Macrolenes to a 
synonym of Marumia. Triana (1871) accepted this reduction and effected 
the new combination Marumia annulata (Vent.) Triana. All the later work¬ 
ers and monographers, C. B. Clarke (1879), Baillon (1880), Boerlage (1890), 
Cogniaux (1891), Krasser (1893), King (1900), Ridley (1922), accepted Blume’s 
genus Marumia until in 1943 Bakhuizen f. rejected the generic name Marumia 
Bl. in favour of Macrolenes Naud., since the former is a later homonym of 
Marumia Reinw. (Syll. Plant, nov. Soc. Bot. Ratisb. 11 (1828) (Reinwardt’s- 
Marumia is a synonym of Saurauia Willd.). Merrill (1952) accepted Bakh. 
f.’s conclusion. However Furtado in Gard. Bull. Singap. 20: 114 (1963) put 
forward the following reasons for conserving Marumia Bl. against Marumia 
Reinw, since Marumia Bl. has been used for more than a century in several 
floras and monographic revisions and since Macrolenes Naud., when validated, 
was published as a doubtful genus and incompletely described. Marumia is 
comparatively a small genus with about 15 species and its range of distribu- 
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tion is restricted to Peninsular Siam, Malaya and the three main Islands, 
Sumatra, Java and Borneo. There is no reason for conserving a homonym 
when there is a readily available generic name Macrolenes. Veldkamp 
(Blume 24 : 445, 1978) also supports the acceptance of the name Macrolenes. 

Macrolenes is closely allied to Dissochaeta, but differs in having larger 
calyx lobes. In Macrolenes the calyx tubes are provided with bristles and 
stellate hairs which are either divided or undivided at the apex. It appears 
that Dissochaeta hirsuta Hook. f. ex Triana and Macrolenes annulata (Vent.) 
Naud. link the two genera Dissochaeta and Macrolenes. 

1. Macrolenes neglecta Nayar, sp. nov. 

Frutex scandens. Rami teretiusculi, juniores sparse ferrugineo-stellato- 
furfuracei et setosi, adulti glabrati. Folia ovata vel ovato-oblonga, 6-9 cm 
x 3-4 cm, basi subcordata vel rotunda, apice acuminata, supra glabra, subtus 
rubiginoso-stellato-furfuracea, 5-7 nervia, supra venulis transversis, subtus 
venulis transversis prominentibus distinctis, reticulatis; petiolus 10-13 mm 
longus, stellato-furfuraceus. Inflorescentia 8-11 cm longa, axillaris ; pedunculus 
5-6cm longus, stellato-furfuraceus ; bracteae ovato-oblongae, 10-14mm x 7-9mm, 
glabratae, margine dentatae, 3-5 nervae, reticulatae, membranceae ; pedicellus 
2-3.5 mm longus. Calycis tubus campanulatus 8-9 mm longus, setosus et 
stellulatus, setis simplicibus 2.5-3 mm longis; lobi oblongo-triangulares 7.5-8 
mm x 3 mm, sparse stellulati, margine dentati. Petala oblonga, 11-12 mm x 6- 
6.5 mm, glabra. Stamina subaequalia, majora filamentis 6-6.5 mm longis, 
antheris linearibus 11 mm longis, rostratis, connectivo 3-3.5 mm longo, dorso 
in appendicem 1 mm longum apice breviter plurisetosum exeunte, in parte 
ventrali in appendices 3.5-4mm longos plurisetosos exeunte; stamina minora, 
filamentis 5 mm longis, antheris 8-9 mm longis rostratis, connectivo haud 
producto, dorso inappendiculato, in parte ventrali in appendices duos lineares 
2 mm longos exeunte. Ovarium calycis tubo septis 8 adnatum, apice pilosum. 
Stylus 18-20 mm longus, basi sparse stellato-pubescens. 

Distribution: Endemic to Sumatra. 

Hab. Sumatra: Sungei Kumbang, Korinchii, alt. 1500 m, 10 Apr. 1914, 
Robinson & Kloss s. n. (Holotype BM, Isotype K). 

Macrolenes neglecta is easily distinguishable from all other species of 
Macrolenes by its large ovate-oblong glabrate (10-14x7-9 mm) bracts. 


— 14 — 



February 1980 


Journ. Jap. Bot. Vol. 55 No. 2 


47 


2. Macrolenes griffithii Nayar, sp. nov. 

Frutex scandens. Rami dense ferrugineo-stellato-furfuracei et setis sim- 
plicibus 2-3 mm longis. Folia ovata vel ovato-lanceolata, 6-9 cm x 2.5-3.5 cm, 
basi cordata, apice acuminata, supra sparse stellulata vel glabra, subtus dense 
ferrugineo-stellato-furfuracea, 5-nervia, venulis transversis distinctis, reticu¬ 
lata ; petiolus 3-6 mm longus, dense stellato-furfuraceus. Inflorescentia 7-20 
cm longa, axillaris et terminalis; pedunculus 4-15 cm longus, dense stellato- 
furfuraceus et setosus; bracteae lanceolatae, 12-17 mm x 2.5-3.5 mm, foliaceae, 
dense stellato-furfuraceae ; pedicellus 1-1.5 mm longus. Calycis tubus ovoideo- 
campanulatus, 10-13 mm longus, setosus et stellulatus, setis simplicibus, usque 
ad 6 mm longis; lobi triangulares 2.5-3 mm x 2-3 mm, apice obtusi, dense 
stellato-setosi, margine non-setosi. Petala oblonga, 11-12.5 mm x 6-7.5 mm, 
apice obtusa. Stamina subaequalia, majora filamentis 12-13 mm longis, an- 
theris linearibus lanceolatis, 16-18 mm longis, rostratis, connectivo 4-4.5 mm 
longo, dorso lamellato, apice breviter setoso exeunte, in parte ventrali in 
appendices duos 6-7 mm longos exeunte. Stamina minora filamentis 12 mm 
longis, antheris curvatis 10-12 mm longis, connectivo 1 mm longo, dorso in 
appendicem 1 mm longum exeunte, in parte ventrali in appendices duos 2-3 
mm longos exeunte. Ovarium calycis tubo septis 8 adnatum; loculi 8 praeter 
dimidium ovarii multo descendentes, ovarium apice pilosum. Stylus 22-24 
mm longus. 

Distribution: Endemic to Malaya. 

Hab. Malaya. Malacca. Griffith Kew Distr. No. 2269, holotype (K) ; 
Ibid., Maingay 784 (K) ; Selangor: 27th mile Rantan Panjang, 29 Sept. 1927, 
Strugnell 13965 (K) ; Pahang : Tasek Bera vicinity, 28 Oct. 1961, Chew Wee-lek 
& Md. Noor CWL. 270 (K). 

C. B. Clarke in Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 2: 542 (1879) wrongly assigned the 
specimens Griffith 2269 and Maingay 784 to Blume’s Marumia reticulata and 
Cogniaux (1891) followed the same. The bristles in the calyx tube of M. 
reticulata are prominently divided at the apex, whereas in this species the 
bristles are simple. Furtado in Gard. Bull. Singap. 20: 116 (1963) correctly 
reduced Marumia reticulata to a synonym of Marumia pachygyna Korth. 

On the Malayan specimens referred to Marumia reticulata Bl., Furtado 
(1963) remarked as follows “Clarke (1879), King (1900) and Ridley (1922) 
describe a species under this name which bears simple prickles on the stem. 
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peduncles and calyx, whereas true M. reticulata has non-setose stem and 
peduncle, and the bristles on the calyx tube are branched or stellate at the 
apex.” Macrolenes griffithii is closely allied to M. echinulata but differs in 
having shorter calyx lobes and foliaceous bracts. 

3. Macrolenes muscosa (Bl.) Bakh. f. in Meded. Bot. Mus. & Herb. 
Rijks. Univ. 91 : 211 (1943) ; Backer & Bakh. f., FI. Java 1 : 363 (1963). 

Melastoma muscosum Bl., Bijdr. FI. Ned. Ind. No. IT: 1070 (1826) ; De 
Candolle Prodr. 3: 148 (1828). (Type: Blume s. n. (L)) 

Melastoma muscosum Bl. var. Blume, Bijdr. FI. Ned. Ind. No. 17 : 1070' 
(1826) ; De Candolle, Prodr. 3 : 148 (1828). 

Marumia muscosa (Bl.) Bl. in Flora 14 : 504 (1831) ; idem in Rumphia 1 : 
17 t. 4 (1835) ; Hasskarl, Cat. Plant. Hort. Bot. Bog. 258 (1844) ; Moritzi in 
Zollinger, Syst. Verz. 11 (1845-46) ; Naudin in Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 3:15: 280 
t. 12 fig. 1 (1851) ; Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 534 (1855) ; idem, FI. Ned. Ind. 
Suppl. 1 : Sumatra 122 (1860) ; Triana in Trans. Linn. Soc. 28 : 82 (1871) ; 
Boerlage, Handl. FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 532 (1890) ; Cogniaux in DC., Monogr. 
Phan. 7 : 551 (1891) ; Krasser in Engl. u. Prantl, Nat. Pfl.-fam. 3 : 7. 178, 180 
(1893) ; Koorders, Exkurs. Flora Java 2: 694 (1912) ; Koorders-Schumacher, 
Syst. Verz. 1 : Java, Melast. (1912) ; Hochreutiner in Candollea 2:471 (1925). 

Macrolenes magnibracteata Bakh. f. in Meded. Not. Mus. & Herb. Rijks. 
Univ. 91 ^ 209 (1943), synon. nov. (Type: Bunnemeyer 960 (L)). 

While proposing the species Macrolenes magnibracteata on the basis of 
Bunnemeyer 960 from Sumatra, Bakh. f. (1943) states that ‘it is allied to M. 
muscosa (Bl.) Bakh. f. but differing by its large bracts which are long setose 
at the margin.’ On a careful study it is seen that Macrolenes muscosa (Bl.) 
Bakh. f. (= Marumia muscosa) shows many transitions from linear-lanceolate 
to oblong lanceolate bracts. In this and in all other characters, Macrolenes 
magnibracteata perfectly matches with M. muscosa. 

4. Macrolenes glabrata Nayar, sp. nov. 

Frutax scandens. Rami compresso-quadrangulares, sparse stellato-fur- 
furacei, ad nodos valde compresso-incrassati. Folia ovato-elliptica vel ovato- 
oblonga, IQ-17 cm x 4.5-7.5 cm, basi cordata vel subcordata, apice attenuato- 
acuminata, supra glabra, subtus ad nervos puberula, inter nervos glabra, 7- 
nervia, venulis transversis distinctis, reticulata, coriacea; petiolus 15-22 mm 
longus, stellato-puberulus. Inflorescentia axillaris, c. 15 cm longa, stellato- 
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furfuracea; pedunculus 5-6 cm longus; pedicellus 6-7 mm longus, crassus, 
furfuraceus. Calycis tubus campanulato-ovoideus, 13-15 mm longus, dense 
stellato-furfuraceus, setosus, setis 7-9 mm longis apice stellatis, lobi trian¬ 
gulares 12-14 mm x 4 mm, margine ciliati, reticulati. Petala et stamina ignota. 
Ovarium calycis tubo 8 adnatum, apice stellato-furfuraceum. 

Local name: 'Akar Kelompang’ (Temuan) 

Distribution: Malaya. 

Hab. Malaya. Selangor. Ulu Klang Ampang, 1 Sept. 1959, Collector of 
A.H. Millard, K. L. 1756 (Holotype, K). 

Macrolenes glabrata is closely allied to M. submembranacea Bakh. f. but 
differs in having glabrate undersurface of leaves, longer bristles (7-9 mm 
long) in the calyx tube; whereas in M. submembranacea the undersurface 
of leaf is stellate-furfuraceous and the bristles in the calyx tube are shorter 
(2 mm long). 

5. Macrolenes pachygyna (Korth.) Nayar, comb. nov. 

Marumia pachygyna Korth., Verh. Nat. Gesch. Bot. 242 t. 59 (1842) ; 
Blume, Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 1 : no. 1, 34 (1849) ; Naudin in Ann. Sc. Nat. 
ser. 3, 15:261 (1851) ; Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 535 (1855) ; Trans. Linn. Soc. 
28: 82 (1871) ; Boerlage, Handl. FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 532 (1890) ; Cogn. in DC., 
Monogr. Phan. 7 : 552 (1891) ; Stapf in Trans. Linn. Soc. Bot. 4 : 159 (1891) ; 
Furtado in Gard. Bull. Singap. 20: 116 (1963). (Type: Korthals s. n. (holo¬ 
type L, isotype K)). 

Marumia reticulata Bl. Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 1 : 2, 34 (1849) ; Naudin in 
Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 3, 15: 282 (1851) ; Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 535 (1855) ; 
idem, FI. Ned. Ind. Suppl. 1. Sumatra, 122 (1860) ; Triana in Trans. Linn. 
Soc. 28 : 82 (1871) ; Boerlage, Handl. FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 532 (1890) ; Cogn. in DC., 
Monogr. Phan. 7: 551 (1891). (Type: Blume s. n. (L.)). 

Macrolenes reticulata (Bl.) Bakh. f. in Meded. Bot. Mus. & Herb. Rijks. 
Univ. 91 : 215 (1943). 

Macrolenes stellulata sensu Bakh. f. in Meded. Bot. Mus. & Herb. Rijks. 
Univ. 91 : 216 (1943). 

Marumia stellulata Korth. Verh. Nat. Gesch. Bot. 243 (1840-44) non Bl. 
(Type: Korthals s. n. (L)). 

Marumia oligangtha Naud. in Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 3, 15: 281 (1851); 
Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 534 (1855). (Type: Zollinger 3070, isotype BM). 
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The main characteristic feature of Macrolenes pachygyna is the long 
branched bristles of the calyx tube. Furtado (1963) correctly reduced M. 
reticulata to M. pachygyna. The malayan specimens assigned to M. reticulata 
by C. B. Clarke (1879) actually belong to the new species Macrolenes griffithii. 

6. Macrolenes nemorosa (Jack) Bakh. f. in Meded. Bot. Mus. & Herb. 
Rijks. Univ. 91 : 206 (1943). 

Melastoma nemorosa Jack in Trans. Linn. Soc. 14:8 (1825) ; De Candolle, 
Prodr. 3: 149 (1828) ; Jack in Cal. Journ. Nat. Hist. 5: no. 15. 319 (1843). 
(Type: Jack 51, holotype BM). 

Marumia nemorosa (Jack) Bl. in Flora 14: 505 (1831) ; Blume in Mus. 
Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 1 : no. 2. 33 (1849) ; Naudin in Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 3. 15: 279 
(1851) ; Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 533 (1855) ; idem, FI. Ned. Ind. Suppl. 1: 
Sumatra, 122 (1860) ; Triana in Trans. Linn. Soc. 28 : 82 (1871) ; C. B. Cl. in 
Hook, f., FI. Brit. Ind. 2 : 542 (1879) ; Boerlage, Handl. FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 532 
(1890) ; Cogniaux in DC., Monogr. Phan. 7 : 549 (1891) ; Krasser in Engl. u. 
Prantl, Nat. Pfl. fam. 3 : 7. 180 (1893) ; King in Journ. As. Soc. Beng. 69: 
(2) 47 (1900) ; Ridley, FI. Mai. Pen. 1 : 795 (1922). 

Marumia affinis Korth. Verh. Nat. Gesch. Bot. 241, t. 60 (1842) ; Naudin 
in Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 3. 15 : 281 (1851) ; Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 533 (1855). 
(Type: Korthals, s. n., holotype L). 

Distribution: Malaya, Borneo. 

Key to the varieties 
1. Calyx tube without warts: 

2. Calx lobes much shorter than the calyx tube. 

.. M. nemorosa var. nemorosa 

2. Calyx lobes as long as the calyx tube or longer. 

. M. nemorosa var. leprosa 

1. Calyx tube covered with small warts and minute bristles. 

. M. nemorosa var. bancana 

Macrolenes nemorosa (Jack) Bakh. f. var. bancana (Scheffer) Bakh. f. 
in Meded. Bot. Mus. & Herb. Rijks. Univ. 91 : 207 (1943). 

Marumia bancana Scheffer in Obser. Phytogr. 2: 43 (1868) ; idem, in 
Flora No. 16: 249 (1870). Type: Teysmann s. n., holotype L, isotype K). 

Marumia verrucosa Cogn. in DC., Monogr. Phan. 7: 549 (1891). Type: 
Kehding s. n. (FI) 
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Marumia nemorosa (Jack) Bl. var. verrucosa (Cogn.) Ridley in FI. Mai. 
Pen. 1 : 795 (1922). 

Marumia dimorpha Craib in Kew Bull. 1930: 320 (1930) ; Craib, FI. Siam 
Enum. 1 : 696 (1931), syn. nov. Type: Kerr 7283 (K, BM). 

This variety differs from the type in having verruclose or setose calyx 
tube. The length of the calyx lobes varies and they are either shorter or 
longer than the calyx tube. 

Distribution: Peninsular Siam, Malaya, Sumatra; A woody climber in 
low land evergreen forests. 

Macrolenes numerosa (Jack) Bakh. f. var. leprosa (Korth.) Bakh. f. in 
Meded. Bot. Mus. & Herb. Rijks. Univ. 91 : 208 (1943). 

Marumia leprosa Korth. Verhand, Nat. Gesch. Bot. 241 (1844) ; Blume 
in Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 1 : No. 2, 34 (1849) ; Naudin in Ann. Sc. Nat. ser. 
3. 15: 283 (1851) ; Miquel, FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 533 (1855) ; Triana in Trans. Linn. 
Soc. 28 : 82 (1871) ; Boerlage, Handl. FI. Ned. Ind. 1 : 532 (1890) ; Cogniaux 
in DC., Monogr. Phan. 7: 549 (1891). Type: Korthals s. n., holotype L, 
isotype K). 

Marumia impressa Craib in Kew Bull. 1930: 321 (1930) ; Craib in FI. Siam 
Enum. 1 : 696 (1931), synon. nov. (Type: Kerr 17110 (K, BM)). 

Distribution: Peninsular Siam and Borneo. 

According to Jack (1. c.) Macrolenes nemorosa is “a very beautiful large 
flowered species and is a great ornament to the thickets which it frequents.” 
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(fefSfEl!) Norio Sahashi : A 
giant Psilotum nudum collected by Mr. M. Togashi in Isl. Rota, Mariana Isis.. 
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Mr. M. Togashi found a giant Psilotum nudum growing in crowds on a 
cliff of coral-reef in Isl. Rota, Mariana Isis, in 1979. The largest one is about 
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